Pre-referral for Special Education Services
Directions:  Please complete all sections of this form. The form should be sent to the Teacher Assistance Team. Complete and specific information will assist the team in providing as much assistance as possible. Use behavioral descriptions whenever possible.

Teacher:   
Kari Pratt






Date:  
02/06/2007

Grade:  10th



Class:
Mathematics






Student: Carlos Rivera






Age: 
15


1.  Describe what you would like the student to be able to do that he or she does not presently do.
· Turn in written homework assignments and complete written classroom assignments

· Complete work that is legible and uses correct grammar

· Be less disruptive during class
2.  Describe what the student does (assets) and what he or she does not do (deficits).
Carlos enjoys and excels at hands-on activities and class discussions.  He understands the general math concepts and employs critical thinking in math class.   He is also a social leader among his friends.  However, Carlos has struggled to turn in written homework assignments, does not show his work for the problems, and his work tends to be sloppy and illegible.  He has had poor attendance as he has been skipping some of his classes.  He also can become defiant in the classroom at times, or become the class wit to avoid focusing on completing his work during class time.  With his friends, although he is a leader, he tends to lead them in the wrong direction. 
3.  Describe what you have done to help the student cope with his or her problem.
· In eighth grade, Carlos’s teachers tried to allow Carlos to complete more hands-on projects and take some oral tests, rather than the more writing intensive assignments the rest of the class were completing.  This modification resulted in minor improvements, and he was able to be passed into the next grade level.  These modifications were used only during his eighth grade year. 
· Ms. Bai has tried to make accommodations for Carlos this year in 10th grade.  She held regular after-school help sessions in order to help Carlos with his assignments.  Carlos only attended one session.  He was upset that he still had to perform the writing tasks in these special sessions. 
· In science class this year, the teacher has allowed Carlos’s lab partner to do the writing for the labs.  Carlos has done well on the labs with this accommodation. 
4.  Provide background information and/or previous assessment data relevant to the problem.

Carlos is the oldest of three children in his family.  He and his siblings were born in the United States, although his parents migrated here when they were young.  English is the primary spoken language in his household, however Spanish is spoken on occasion.  His mother has been quite involved with each of the children’s education.  His father is a truck driver and is often away from home for several days at a time.  Although Carlos’s father attends his children’s sporting events and concerts, he is not especially interested in their schooling.   
No formal assessments have been completed as Carlos’s parents refused to sign permission for an evaluation when he was in eighth grade. 
Recommendations

Kari Pratt

Carlos is a good student who struggles with his writing skills.  This may be because he is uncomfortable with writing the words or because he simply does not like to write.  My guess is that he struggles with the act of writing itself, as he doesn’t show his work in math class and does not like to write in English or Social Studies.  

At this point, I believe the team should look at some further interventions rather than any formal assessments.  It seems to me that several of the interventions were tried earlier in Carlos’s schooling, and perhaps there are other options available now that Carlos is older.  Also, Ms. Bai’s accommodation of holding an after school session may not work for Carlos’s schedule, for instance, if he holds a job or has sports practice.  This means we need to look at options available during normal school hours. 

One recommendation I would make is to allow Carlos access to a computer to type his papers and homework assignments rather than writing them by hand.  The computer would allow the paper to be legible, it would allow Carlos to spell check his assignments, and would also give him practical use of equipment that he most likely will need to use in the future.  It is quite possible that Carlos already has some training on a computer.  If not, the computer teacher or librarian could give Carlos some instruction on how to use the needed programs.  This strategy may also help Carlos turn his assignments in on time. 

I would also suggest that the teachers make modifications to their tests so that Carlos does not need to perform as many paragraph writing activities.  He seems to do well with multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank questions.  Instead of writing the essay, Carlos could orally complete that part of the assignment.  This modification will take time by his teachers, but may improve his test scores.  I would also continue to allow Carlos to work with a lab partner in science who can complete the writing for the lab as long as Carlos is contributing orally to the project/lab. 

Carlos is a bright student who seems to excel academically when he is not faced with the act of writing.  He is a leader among his friends.  With a little encouragement, he might be able work with those leadership skills in a more positive way, such as becoming active in a school club.  I would encourage one of the club advisers to approach Carlos about joining and participating.  

Given a little time with the above mentioned modifications, I believe Carlos could and will become a much better student in the school.  

References: 

· Carlos – Prereferral Case Study

· Class discussion on February 13, 2007
