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Discuss how your instructional strategies and contextual considerations connected the 
curriculum and student demographics and experiences outside the classroom.

	The first lesson that I taught was on the topic of Appropriate Data Displays, which was essentially summarizing the unit on charts and graphs that the students had been working on for the past couple of weeks.  When I arrived to instruct that day, my cooperating teacher informed me that she had promised the students 15 minutes to finish the previous day’s homework at the start of class.  For this reason, my lesson did not actually get completed that day, but we did get a good start on the material.  Most students had not yet completed their homework after 15 minutes, so that period of time was extended to nearly 25 minutes.  At that time, we then corrected the homework and started the lesson. 
	One of the main tasks of this lesson was for students to document in their notes when it was appropriate to use each of the data displays that they discussed in previous lessons.  This was important because students are often asked to refer to their notes for assignments and in tests.  We first created a list of all the types of graphs or charts we had discussed, since this unit had been extended over several weeks due to various breaks and NWEA testing.  After we had made a list of the types, we started to talk about each one individually.  I did this through guiding questions.   We discussed what made each chart or graph unique, what sort of data each displayed, what each looked like, and also discussed an example of the types of data that might be displayed in each graph or chart.  The example often dealt with data that was related to the students, such as their height by grade, or their favorite style of music, rather than using “widgets” or other random topics unfamiliar to the students.  
I wrote a sentence about each type of chart or graph on the board and the students copied it into their notes.  This sentence was essentially the same as one written in their textbooks, however, I made the decision to write them on the board to keep student’s attention focused on me and to ensure that everyone listened to the examples we discussed before copying down the next statement.  At this point in time, we were out of time for the day, and the lesson was continued the following day.  The remainder of the lesson dealt with how charts and graphs can be misleading.  Fortunately, I was able to wrap up my topic and review what we had discussed before the bell rang so that the lesson had some completion. 
	This style of instruction was somewhat different for the class.  They are quite used to opening their book and following along as the teacher reads the problems.  I had them keep their books closed, and asked them questions such as “why would you choose that one?” or “what does it look like?”   My main objective was to have students explain their reasoning, and thus form a solid understanding as to why certain charts or graphs are appropriate.  Because this was a new learning style, many students stared at me quite blankly initially.  There were, however, several students with hands in the air multiple times ready to give another example, and this number continued to grow as they became more comfortable with the style.  
For me, this was my first time in front of an entire classroom where I was actually teaching a full lesson.  Although I told myself that I was not nervous, I know that deep down inside I was quite excited and a tad uneasy, not to mention that there was a video camera pointed at me.   I was not as prepared for this lesson, as I had initially been planning on teaching a different topic, but the class fell behind schedule due to NWEA testing, so I had to figure things out quickly.  For this reason, I was not as comfortable with the topic as I may have been otherwise.  This experience taught me that I have a solid base in mathematics so that I can be flexible when teaching and move the class forward in the material.   
On another personal level, I wish that I would have had more examples ready for students when they did not come up with ideas right away.  I did stumble over an example once, but was able to recover and move on.  Part of this was due to the fact that I had not observed most of the lessons that this lesson was tying together.  In the future, I hope to observe more of the lessons prior to teaching a lesson that wraps up the unit, which will not be an issue once I start student teaching/observing daily.  
As far as the students were concerned, I had the full attention of all the students in the classroom.  There is one autistic student in the class who was not warned in advance that I would be teaching, and thus he was more vocal than normal because he was upset by the change.  In the future, he needs to be told at least a day in advance that something will be different in the classroom.  The questioning style I used was different, but the students seemed to jump on board for the most part.  This will also be easier as I continue to learn the rest of the student’s names in the classroom.  I do know that the students were able to copy down the notes correctly as I quickly scanned several notebooks as they were getting ready to leave the classroom.  Also, had I been in the classroom more regularly for this unit, I would have been able to tie in examples that they had discussed previously in different sections.  
Overall, I felt that this teaching experience was very positive.  In the future, I hope to continue to experiment with different learning styles, such as group work and discovery of concepts.  Part of this is dictated by the topic being discussed and the amount of class time that is available for instruction.  My lesson essentially was cut in half because students needed to wrap up the previous day’s homework assignment first, which was a decision made by my cooperating teacher that I had to work around.  This is part of the flexibility that is needed in teaching, and I think it is good to experience this early on.  In general, I felt this was a solid “first” teaching experience, and look forward to working with the students again in the near future. 
